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1949 1}

TORCON MEMORIES

by Leslie . Croutch

This 1s being written Sunday, July 1lth., Several days
have passed since the Torcon, Scveral days in whieh I have
montally savored the mcmorics of that affair, Timec in
which I havc ovaluatod my cXporicnccs., The first flush of
cxcitcmont has worn off, What is lcft arc tho opinions

| which I think will bo fairly stablc frocm now one Ccrtain

cvonts that left littlc improssion on mo at the timc arc
nov prctty hazy, whilc othor happenings have grown more
clcar. Som¢ personalitics have cmorged stronger and morc
viriloc still, T g

This is not. & report of the Convention. Fectual
resumes will no doubt appear elsewhere-- repeated many
timos. What statistics that do appoar will bc factual--
but ovecrything clsc will boc highly colorcd. This account
is bascd on my owm vicwpoint--~ what I saw=- 7hat I folt--

| 7vhat I cxpcricnecd-- what I thought—- anything clsc would

bo falsce !

i A spado will bo callcd o spado and an athcist an
athcistes I shall makc no attompt to call a fan a goed cgg
if he impresscd mec otherwisce I shall try to bo honcst in
all my imprcssions, but plcasc rcricmbor that thosc do-

" seriptions arc colorcd. I likoly saw cvory fan and cvery
porson from an anglc no onc olsc did, Just as Ackorman
saw Bob Tuckor's Rcport on Fandon from his anglc, so I saw
it fran a difforcnt onc.

In other words, this report is the Convention through

MY eyes. I hope it proves amusing. I hope no feclings arc
hurts If any fan thinks I wax too hard when montioning
him, pleasc know that rcgardlcss of how dcrogatory ny
impressions may have boen of anyone, I still have thoughts
of that pcrson that I cherish and cnjoy. No onc is all
bade No onc is all goods I met no angels. I nct no dcmorsa
I mot rcal pcoplc with roal faults, and rcal qualitics.

I liked ovoryonc in varying dogrccse I cnjoycd the corps -




~La% Lione than the compsny of otherse. Somc I would have liked to have met morc ,

“hroughly but thoy were ticd up in their littlo circlc of closc acquaintances. :

Howevor-- so bo it

Furthor on in this issuc of LIGHT, you will find rcprinted thc two newspaper
articlos on the Convontion, with thoir sourcose This is so ovoryonc without a copy
7ill havo ono. Tho groatcst of carc has been taken to reproducc them without typo-
graphical orror. Liboral usc of corrcction fluid has bcon made. I foecl surc that as
they now stand thoy aro 100% accuratce. Any corrors that remain appoarcd in tho papors
ar? ars roproduccd for your cnlightomucnt,

i
- - - |

What did tho Convention mcan to you? I don't know-- you arc thc only onc who

dopose What did it moan to @c?

Tho Convention mcant a chance not to bo a fan so nuch as a chance to mecot thosc
I had net beforo-~ to rigot thosc that wore mcro nancs to rice-~ and to rnicot thosc 1
had corrcspondcd with. I was lcss intorestcd in the fan busincss or tho specches
than in the porsonalitics involved.

It was with that in mind that I went to the *Torcon,
I returned home with an entirely different vicwpoint.

But lot's try and be a littleo moro chronological about it-- as chronological
as I can bo, that ise

The Toronto wcokond bcgan at 4:40 PM, Thursday, July lste., for me when the CPR
from Sudbury arrived at Union Station. The local runs betwvoen Sudbury and Toronto.
Parry Sound is approximatcly half way botwoon thesc two pointse

Thero worc no fan doings yot, but I had arrived carly to make a bit of a |
holiday of tho trip, and to scc somc friends outside of the Convention. I wantcd to i
visit Tod Whito and Horold Wokoficld in their homes. I did Tod-- but poor Harold |
got sidetracked sormwchore and I only saw him & fow nminutes at tho Cone I om truly
sorry about that, Hal-- I'11 do bettor noxt timo dowm, which might possidly be again
this yoor beforo tho big snow eomcs and the bears all hibernatce

I hed a room reserved at the Windsor Arms Hotel, so went up and checked in.
Room 121, Ground floor-- right handy, and only threc bucks a day, tool Thcn I went
out to Ted's placo whorc I had suppor and visitod til about 1:30 AM Friday morninga.

Friday things bogam to hum.

My first fan act was to phonc "Information-- Ma 6083". I thought this would be
onc of Taylor's addrosscs and expoctod a malc voicc to rcplye But it was a fomalc
ono, and a mighty nicoc, young solnding one too, Sho pumpcd mc full of information
of various kinds: Tuckeor was in and at the King Eduard., A car load of Michigan fen
worc coméng in and oxpcctod to arrive somctimo that morning, I figurcd that would be
Mertin Algor and his Packard. Ho had informcd rmc by post card that hc would pull in
Friday morning ig a1l wont woll. It looked like he wias going ito be right on schedulo.

I took a car and wandered down to 583} Yonge where I went into Pylon Photo
Supplies and got a carrying case for the movie camera and a reel of film for the
projectors I checked, then, across the street, at 543 Yonge, but found Canadian
Electrical Supply Co (wholesale to the radio trade only, said the sign in the window)
cloged for the long weckend, Most Toronto firmas closed from Thursday until lionday.
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Settving ry course by the skyline due south I headed down young in tho diroction |
¢ vhers I figurcd the King Edward would bto. It's quite a wallk but I made ite Thorc
“ found what roon Tuckor was in and triod to rcach him on tho housc phone but all
vhe ringing clicited was a doop and profound siloncc. Either tho Zonmbic was in bed,
or out, or just resting.

Leaving the King Edward I walked east on King, crossed Yonge, and down King
east to the Prince George Hotel.

My impressions of this hotel are not too kinde. Lenient, yes, but kind, no. The
front is nice., The lobby almost sumptiouss They are apparantly redecorating the
place, so maybo it will evolvo into something. If the lobby is any prophecy it will
oventually be a swell place to stops But right now, stcpping from the lobby into the
clovator and up stairs was likec stopping from thc Royal York into a cheap dirc a
night divce Ono thing, though, it was cloan.

One the way across tho lobby I passcd thosc guys sktting doing nothing. A hunch
hit me that maybe the bird in tho sport jackot and noustacho night be Alger but I
went right to tho desk and tricd for information. Nobody know of Algor., Then I said
ho was coning with sorio fellows fron Michigan and the clerk said thosc night bo the
follows, nodding toward tho group I havo alrcady mentioncde On going over and in-
troducing ryself I found nysolf facec to facc with Algor, Gecorgo Young, I belicvo the
nanc was, and a nilitant juvonile athecist by narc of Ben Singere And a conical cuss
whose nanc was Trapp, unloss I ar1 all foulecd upe.

First charactor study caning right upe Bon is a charactere Ho is young, about
15 to 17, I judge, brunotte, stocky, with a phonograph larynx, cxccpt this phone
{can't bo turncd offe, Ben is arn athcist, but not of the Ackemian schooles Bon is theo
typc that talks, gabs, jaws, argues, until you would vcry willingly flush hin dowm
the Bgarcst toilot! Onc thing though-- I think Benr is scrious and sinccoro about
his athcisme But ho boecornos vory obnoxious about ite A littlc of Singor goos too
danncd fare. Pardon rio, Ben, if you over road this— but fon will listen %o and
rospeet any rian®s religious bolicfs, or lack of roligious belicfs, but for God's
sako, don't boller it hour aftcr hour and don't bo so dogrmtic cbout itl

Algor is a quiot chap. Ho soldonl venurcs a diroct opinion, but if cskod can go
on at a stoady ratc without apparant pausc for broath, it scons, for some tinc. His
onc nighty passion is photography, and ot that Mart is no slouchs He was carrying a
$350s Leice and whensver anyone showed any interest, ilart was ready to explain,
demonstrate, and all in all give a short course-.on Leicas. Now don't get the idea
Mart was a bore. He wasn't, Mart said what he had to say, and said it interestdngly.
Then he shut up. He didn't talk your leg off likec Singer,

Mart told me he had quite a time getting the Hichifen togother. Pilans were that
they were all to moot at a dofiniltc placc, but liart said when the time canec and ho
and his car wero thore, that was about alle So ho drove from onc placc to anothor
trying to locato thom and morc than oncc alnost gave up, Finally they got a bit of ¢
tho crew togothore It socmed nobody had a recal ideca of whoro the notting placo wes.
Sarie folt sure it was at A; and anothor thot it was at B; and niost turncd up at C;

whilo Mort was hanging cround D!

On the way Becn Singor, our Number X atheist, picked up a Rebbil Liart said that
all the way ovor thorc woro two on ono sidec, two bchind, oand so ony and that Ben wes
carrying on an animated conversation with everyone at once, Jjumping about like an

overgrown Mexican bean.

COCLLCCLLR Ll {{Sorry to ask you-= but turn to page 10, will you?))})))))))))Y, 0.
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GEORGE GRIFFITH- "THE OUTLAVS OF THE AU
Fublished by Simpkin, Marshall, I:I.annltonti
Kent & Co., L%d., London, 1897, 376 page:s,
83" x 6". 29 Jllus‘bratlons by Edwin S.
Hope & Raymond Potter,.

]
|
i

A group of leading scientists found a
model civlization in the south Pacific .
which they call Utopia. They develope many inventions including a warship far ahead |
of any other afloat and the first airship known to man. The latter is stolen by one
of their chief engineers whe is an Anarchist. e joins his compatriots who have in-
vented a warship of tremenduous power and speede Using it and tho stolen airship thoy
torrerize the oceans of the world., They rajd Utopia but find that the scientists have
dcparted, taking with them a nower and moro powerful warship than their omm and thej
roalizc that doath faccs them if ,they cver mect.

War commcnccs botwcon England and Germany on onc side and France and Russia on
the other. The Ubtopians assist England in landing troops in Bolgium, In thc East the
English flcet defeats tho.Russians and both sidcs wait for warmecr woather in ordcr to
bogir the land fizhting in tho West. Ronault, thce cngincer who stolc the airship, is
capturcd in London and is scntonced to decath for piracy. England uscs the acroplenc
which Hirom Mazim has dovelopod and begins building 24 of thom in ordor to combat the
Torrorists, Reunault is rescued by his fellow Anarchists and their airship bombs
London in retaliation. England completes building one aeroplane and on its trial
flight it-is attacked by three Terrorist airships. It destroys one, sends another to
the ground and chases the third which escapes and bombs Newcastle. After a lengthy
cnase it is captured by the English and is found to be the one stolen from Utopia.The
crew are taken prisoner but manage to escape when the Terrorists send an airship to
their aid and aftor bombing another town thoy evade all pursuit. The Russo-French
floet attacks the Anglo-German floot ncar the Kiel Canal and tho Anarchist air-flcet
tokes part in the battlc. Tremcndous damage.is donc both o thoe ships and tho ground
fortifications ncarby. The English floot is destroycd and the Anarchists aid the
Rugsians in sinking the Gorman ships. Aftor thoy have bocn dostroycd the Anarchists
turn on tho Russian flcct and sink.most of thom. Tho torrorists continuc building
moro airships in widely scattorod parts of the world and the English acrocplanec secks
thoss locations and dostroys thom onc by ono; Tho Anarchist flagship is the scnec of
a mutiny and Renault is disposed of in London. His followers sabotago tho ontire
Anarchist air fhoeot and, it is capturcd comploto by tho Englishe. Thoir super-warships
capturcs tho! Anarohists' surfaco vessel and tho Tcrrorists arc completely dcstroycds
The English and the Germans usc tho capturcd airships olong 7ith- their own and casily
docfcat Franco and Russia who possess nonc at all. Peaco is signed and a huge idcmnity
is dcmandod from tho loscrs. England and Germany sharc holf of it cnd tho remaindor
is given over to the Ubopians. A yoar latocr a ncwor and even groator Utopia is wcll
oh tho way to boing formecd and it bodomos a sovercign statc undor tho namo of Occenc.

(How opstimistic tho pro-airplanc writors merec .about tho offcetivonoess of
acrial warfarc--NVL.)

TITLE: "Tho Star-Trcador and Other Pocms",

AUTHOR: Clark Ashton Smith, L .

PUBLISHER: 4. M, Robortson, Stockton Strcot and Union Sq., Scn Froneisco, Calif, 1917
Printcd by the Philopolts Pross,

OTETR DaT4: First Edition, Cr 8vo, bound in light bluc papcr, blind ruled. xii+
00 pp, 12.5 x 19 cm. Covor: THE STAR-TREATER AND OTHER: POEMé in bloek on a white
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IRREITS “.‘.')0_9 CLARKK zwﬂfﬁN ’111:[_1.4
Ounl LT In 1912 L. Me Robortson of San ¥ranrcisco. who had published the peoms of
‘hw« groot Californian poct George Sterling, brought out a slim bluc volumc of poons
by youlgz Californizn who was to bocome one of the grozotest writcra in the reolus
io; tho fantoastic. Even in this, his first book, Clark Ashton Smith demonstrates the
vivid style and becutiful choico of sjords that heve made his writings the envy and
dcspair of other fantasitos. In acddition to the titlc pocra, which rcecallis Storlingts
long "The Tcstimony of Suns", therc arc 54 othor pocms, ronging from four lincs to
scveral pagecs, and varying in subjoct from the commonplace to the cosmice From de-
scriptions such as

n.s drcar and berrcn as the gloons of Doath,

It lies, a windless land of livid dawns,

Nude to a dosolato firmament, with hills

That scen the floshless ocarth's outjutting ribs,

ind plains whose fuce is crossod end rivellod deep

With gullies twisting likec a scrpent's track.” '

(licdusa) _
ho turns to exquisite

bits like

"0 wonderful and wing'd flow'r,

That hovercst in tho goiden~close,
Finding in nazes for tho rose,
The beauty of o Surmcr hour!

0 symbol of Inpermanénco:
Thou ert o word of Boauty's tonguo,
L. word tkat in hor song is sung,
4Lppealing to tho inner scusci”
: : {Tho Buttorfly)

ond 5. g
| "Sloop is & pathlcss labyrinth,
I Dork to tho gnze of moons and suns,
Through whiclh the colorcd cruc of i“udlq
4 gossamer threed, -obscurcly muns.t
{Mnrc of Sluom)

No natter what his subjeet, Snmith brings to it the un-ciry sonss ho possosses
of knowing exactly tho word to usc for the cffecet he desircs, Sors howo cecucsd hin
of bcing unnceccssarily verboss, busv %o me it seems that he is mexzly being precise
and using the word that says exactly what lhe wislkes tc convey. This makes his poens
have a definitiveness and yet an outre, unwvorldly atiospiwre unaquail’ed by other
rodern pocts.

Aniong the nost memorable poons are: "Ncro', "CHarh 4o Siriust, "The Star-
Trecader” (cosmic in its swcep), "Mocdusa” \nnrth in tho far distant future), "0dc to
$he Abyss", "The Buttcrfiy", "Tho Prico".:

"Bchind cach thing a shz@ow lics;
Bcauty hath ctor its coss:
Within tho noonlight-flood.d skios
How nmany stars arc lost.
"Lament of the Stars", "Nirvana®,
"Thc Song of a Comot', "The Song of tho Stars', and "Satum".: )

This book i3 a landmark in tho fautasy f*olu. marking, as it docs, tho first
appoarancze of Clark fishton Smith betwoon the covers of a book. I should bec in evory
fantosy library; that is, if you cun find a copys’ :

“ Willion H. Evans. (5-1-46.)
S5 0=
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| vere further reinforced by 9ther fans at 5:00. After tea they went to the "White

- THE WHITCON
(I 2070% Comvenlion 77%(4/ 1748
/?EPORTED SPECIALLY FOR LIGHT BY

JOHN — NEWMAN

COIPLETE WITH ACTUAL SIGNATURES OF THE ATTENDEES AT THE
END OF THIS ARTICLE.

he Tirst fantasy and science fiction convention since the war was held in
“Great Britain at Whitsun. It was attended by about fifty fans, including mary
well known authors and editors., The plans for the convention were only pre-
pared at Easter but in spite of the short period, the attendance and en-
thusiasm was amazing.

The Whitcon was held in London over the Saturday and Sunday, the main meeting
being cn Saturday evenings. The first party met at Leicester Sguare Station, at
130, and London fans showed the out-of-town visitors around the bookshops in the
Charing Cross Road., Anothsr party went to the Scicnce Muscums

The parties recombined outside Lyons Corner House at Tottenham Court Road, and

Horse Inn" whore a room was reserved and a runninz buffct availables

The first half hour was spent by the fans getting to know one anwther and
washing tho dust out of their throats. 4t 6:30, the President, Wally Gillings,
oditor of the well known Fantasy Reveiw, ocalled thc meeting to order, The Secretary,
oohn Mewman, read out a list of those who were uhable to attend but had sent along
their best wishos for the success of the Convention. Ted Carnell then spoke on ths
Big Pond Fund, the ban on American books and magazines, which has becm recently
tightoned in Canada and Great Britain, and the collapsc of New Worlds. He talked
about the possibility of forming a publishing company to print a 4th edition of Now
Worlds, when it would bo ontitled to a papor gquota.

Arthur C. Clark spoke on the influencc ¢f scicnce fiction on astronautics,
montioning that excerpts from one of his storics had becn reprinted in a tochnical
bocke Ruthorford rcad Amazing but thc Cavendish Laboratories arc now sacrcd to
Astounding. Ho gave oxamplos showing that seiontists use scicnec fiction to sprcad
thair ideas,

Tho Socrotary raiscd a number of points after Arthur!s talk. By an overwholming
waiority tho Convention decided to donate the cxcoss money from the auction to the
Zig Pond Fund. Roports on the Whitcon shonld appcar in "LIGHT", "Yantasy hovilcu',
“Fepbooy Advertiscr”, and "Opeoration Fantast'". It was hopsa te print a Couvention
wosrlov containing a roport on the Whitcon ang = nmumber of articles on fans and
Tandoi

¥on Slator, now in Germany, had sont us s prunés to buy cveryono a round of
drin'ts on him, so at the first opportunity the meosting broke up to drink Ken
flator's hoolth. The running buffot was then attacked but ovon tho fans could not
completely domolish +tho pilcs of foed which weire availabic, sftor cating, the fans
waidsred arourd tho room looking at tho originadl covers from Talcs of Vonder, the
Tiics of backs and magazines for tho auction , and the cxhibition of latest
rrozincs and fanzines, ineluding LIGHT. i

4t €:30 tho auvctionoer, Ted Tubb, ably assisted by Landy and Plum, began his i
iorks Books sent over from tho States by Derloeth and othcr fans for the Big Pond '
Fund werc first auctionocd. By 9:30 pilos of magnzines and books werc still waiting
Yo bte cuctiencd and tho auctioncor was bogimning to show thc straine By selling them |
in threes the remainder was sold by 10:00, An original Tales of Wonder cover, put up

lo
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th WQ¢1y Giliings was bouzht back hy Waldy wi2es hs fouvd ne coquL°t bear to part
with it. Other rarc items avntioned c¢ff iacluded a numher of originals in black ané
white from New Worlds, a drawing by Dennis, sceveral Swcnson originals from
Astounding, and an A. Bertram Chandloi manusceripte

The gathoring then broke up, some going to a cafo fro suppcr and others going
homec .

On Sunday a party of fans went along to Kow Gardens in tho afternoon, and to
the Sceretary®s homs in tho oveoning, whore thuy talkcd, played chess, and gonerally
rclaxcd.

Looking back on tho Whiteon, we can say it was a great success. Ve hope.to
hold onc again next ycar and, with moreo warning, perhaps morc will bo able to
attond. However, we think that 50 was a goodly number for this Convention. Noxt yeax
wo hopc to spond morc timo on the auction and have an cvoning or afternoon
availablce for a genoral discussion.

411 ANGLOFANS SEND THEIR BEST WISHES FOR THE SUCCESS OF THE

TORCON, AND HOPE THAT TIT IE& HEuP TO BRTNG FIVRS FANDOM
CLOSER TOGFTHER, NO MAPPLR THLT COUWT“I 'HE JMN IS IN .

;Hl H II»HI“I‘ Iy
RIS SR IR IR IR LRI BRI NT]
Tirsg Hh llhni"ii‘l st un

Cm /ﬂ.AWL O/n f/”UL
/(i/u/@ . /Z /7()1-\’/)

1\0f7 Do NALD

I “Hlll;!l ;l: it i}

The music on tho hill

Lilts and trills, drifts on the cventide.

I walk tho hollow

ind fancy, heort a-lcaping, there is
something by my sidog

That walked thero not beforce
The Music twists like soft-skinncd
sncokes and thrills
Like satyr symphonics
To twining fauns; the pegan in my heart
fills.

Greedily with coiling chants

That 7rap thomselvos zbout mo; if I could only dare

To climb the high hill

To its top, what undrecmed of things I might find thorel

e ENE) ()()()(")(1) EEN GO @ e @ )

e

LIGHT FLASHBES) As thero is a strong possibility that this may be the
) 1ost edition for 1948, I will herewith take the
opportunity to wish evoryone I don't writec to a lerry Christmas and a Hoppy New
Yoar. Botter very early than never. I hopo to get LIGHT out agoin beforo 1949, bui
no promiscs are being madee Now, mind you, writo me these lettcrs for the MLTIL BOX,
Let's have more than ONE letter next timo. Lnd make them intcrestinge. None of this
"T 1liked this and I didn't like that" stuff. Get in therc picthing. LES CROUTCH.
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MOE DINER, 445 MI., PLTASANT AVE,, WSET-
MOUVQ_JQUEBE (ep1 1 40 ooefer LIGHT
#34's cover to #55's. Bub that doss not
necessarily mean 1litvhographed e€overs in
generak are inferior %o those stencillede
A good lithographed cover is far better,
to my mind, than a stoncilled one. The
onely trouble is, lithogravhing shows up
the faults in technique of the artist to
a far gpeater extent than will stencill-
inge It is as much easier to stencil and
illo than preparo one for lithographing,
as to sketch somothing with a poncil than
paint it (I trust my syntax is corroct?)
lﬁow the dovil should I kmow? I'm only thg
cdltorO-E_/ Lithographing highlightod the
woird and cluttcred composition of #34's
cover; stonoilling glessod over such of
#35's faults as managoed to got by tho
sharp limitations of tochnique that tho
modium affords, Horo ondoth Dinor On Abte
/How ebout Dinor on tho C. P.R?-Ed/

Just finished rcading van Vogt's
"Tho Weapon Makcrs". It confirms an im-
pression formed by roeding “A' and "Tho
Book of Ptath" (also ©thc blok vorsions).
Whon van Vogt writcs stuff for the mags,
ho craps it outs But whon hie roviscs it,
pruning, padding, sha~rening, and clari-
iying gonorelly, he rcally improvos it--
and thon you cen raelly hogin to approc- |
in%o the oxcollzneo dovolapmont of con-
aecpts and wriving that go into tho making
of ono of his yarnse. I think ho must havo

| Ho hum¢ It is now -6 PM, Sunday, July 25tk.

1"Slan", heSuro sonding it in o Campbell; i
sk ono lad a clarity and e clear story. !
iinc missing in his subscquont ores, Bub |
you suc 3% ia his books in which he hos |
worked over tho storiss. Incidentally. T
suppose you havo hoard of his "¥#gavon I
Shpts of Isher", coming in Tiis2/ That
"Shopts" is open to debate-- it is printod
as Lioo snol,od it~ Sah-o-pnt-s-

FJW
L////a

I have boon slaving ovor this hot type-
writer cver since 1:30 this afternoon, c=-
eopt for 45 minutes off for supper, sharh-
ing at 10 minutos to 5

I intondcd -this issue of LIGHT to hawe
only 12 pages to the copy, but lock was*h
happonod. The convention report ard thc
two paper articles did that. I was going
to toko somec of the stuff out and hold it
ovor til the next issuc, but then I stori-
cd to think-~ it might be somc timec before
the noxt onc is out-- run it all now <nd
bo done with it., So you arc getting a coa-
rloto odition. Hopo you eonjoy it,

Tho Canadian fans arc pretty stcamed up
ovor that Bain thing in the GLOEE AND
MLIL., Howevor, it was to be expcetcids L
papor thet allics itsclf with tho Cone.
scrvative intorosts, politically,. of the
province, and our brown-mouthod promicr,
Goorgo Drew, in porticular, isu’t too
particulnr as to hew it roports anything
anywvay, Truth and accuracy as thc GLCEL
ALND MATL aro stmange bed fellows, The
TORONTO STLR roport was serious, but
‘somevhat inaccuratoc, Our fmerican friends
will no doubt scothe bocause we werc
given the crodit for gll the ccnventions.
'T-thing what should be done in the. fTuture
to prevent rooccurrances of such things,
is to roquest tho reportors to submit
their copy to0 the Convention Officials

so that errors'can bc corrccted and mis-
approhonsions scoteched while in their
infaney.

(yvou got to turm to pago
8 if you want to finish this with ne!

_dona_that with his fivst full-longth,




' 5 RCON MEMORTIES' ] “5t's a sonder we dida't end up in ths diteh
vy Zeslie A. Croutch. ) more thaa once," Mart told me. "I told him
) more than once for 'Chris' sake keep quietl®."

All tho Rabbi did, from whet I could gather, was sit and take it all in. i
wonder what his opinion of fen aro now?

I got in at the Prince Goorgc around 11:00 Aid. I was thore until about 2, when
Mart and I wont out by oursclvos for somothing to cat. We lookcd for a spot for
him %0 storc his car-- a 7-passongor Packord that is a honcy—— thon roturncd to tho
hotcl.

During tho aftcrnoon various pooplo turncd up. Prcsent aolmost all the time was
Canada's MACABRE publishor, Don Hutchison. Don is about Ben's age but there the
gimilarity ends, unless you can take into consideration the fact they both have eyes,
legs and so ones Don is quiet, liberal-minded, not at all dogmatlc. He also talks i
and acts more maturally that Singera !

Oh, yos-- there was a returned fellow with the Michifon, but for the lifc of mc}
I can't bo surc of his namo, unloss it was Trapp. But ho will know who I am talkinz
about whkon ho roads this-- ho wore glassos-- and smokes tho most god-awfulpipo

you Gver sawe. Ho said little and for that ho stands out in charactor. Ho was a

good cgg and I liked him,

Anywvay, during tho aftornoon, various fen arrived and sctiied for gabfests,
In fact, £ guoss tho Torcon began. unofficially, many hours before 1:00 EM,
Saturday,

Ackerman turned up. Ackermant I for one didn't fall down and beat 'my forehead
ageinst the floor and s=2y Allahi Allahl Forrie will be reading this and no doubt
is highly intercsted to know what my impressions of his arc,

Lfter reading Lancy's Mamoirs, and hcaring tho myriads of storics out of thc
LiSFS about what wont on thoro, I had quitc a conglomcratod Idca of what I would
socs I know it would be human, but what clsc, I am not so surc. What I did mcct
surprised mo very ploasantly. sckermon didn't strike mc, nor somc othors who mect
him for tho first tmomo, as boing at all nocarly as dynamic as wo had supposcd. Ho
was quiot, softly spokon, roudy to amilo and listen, and to talke When hc gave a
talk at tho Torcon, ho didn't rant and rave or wave his crms foreofully as I had |
half-ocxpccted. Lckorman went up in my judgement tremendously. I don‘t recall him
sphuting his atheism ecnce. Of course, I met him only a short time at various
inetervals, That is too short a timo to judge any man corrcctly. But vhat I did
gather-was centirely at variance to what I had heard and to what I had montally
picturcd. Ho wasn't a eomploto rcfutation-- hc worc tho famous Lckcrman glassos,
and ho looks almost oxactly like his photogrophse

Inother chap who popped in was Chan Davis., I didn't get to do much talking I
wwith Chan, but I liked him. He is quie?, sincere, erudite, and speaks his mind
forecefully, and yet doesn’t appear to hold anything sgainst anyounes This showsd up
in an argument he got in with Ben Singsr. Bz2m wowld get rather personal at times aund
he tried pumping Chan about various "extremisti" views attributed to him (Chan). It
rubbed Chen on a raw spot, ovidently. for quick as a flash hc toid Ben to "Shut
Upié" He was sore. Bon backed down. Chan guve a short snap lecturc. But ho didn®t
stay engry, or if ho did, he didn't allow it teo show. He answercd Ben whon 3on
switeched subjocts, and he did it as though nothing had happencde I think Forrie wcs
amuscd at this littlo altorcation for hce looked at me and twitchod his cyobrows.
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Ua yosw=— suncocuc, L forget who, said that, during tho morning, thoy had phoned
ucker at tho King Edsrard, and a womon’s voico answercd and called, "It's for you,
KM :

(sl

Cauld bc o Lady Zombic?

Friday evening, after partaking of eats, overyone sojourned to the famous
Room 1685 in the King Edéward.

Buat wo aro gotting ahcad of oursclves. Or rather, I am-- in tho lobby of thec
Kirg Edwexrd, I madc my first moss acquainatcne with fen. Thero was a goodly
crowd of thom there; shaking hands; introducing oachother and thameclvos, and
ovcryche talking six to a dozon,

But upstairs to 1685, Now, I bocomc bcfuddlcde. Mcmorios from hore on for
Friday aro not crvstal clcar., Evon today (July 25th) as I »ut *his on stoncil, |
they exro no betiore Too much bapponed, The first pcople introduccd to me stick |
in my mind. But whon you mcot tham at tho ratc of sovoreal cach minuto, minvio i
aftor minute with fow btreaks, in a swall room with abous 50 milling abous (that's
just a vory rocugh guoss @as 0 tho number), coming and going, %hc paonc rianiag, !
cveryonc talking six to tho dezen, aid &his gocs on almost from 7 PM till altex '
midr.iight, your old thinl:~tank bogglcs down and coasts along in a pleasant scit of l
¢azc, allowing only czcrtain craggy poaks to stick above tho ropdily fiowing
strcum. The losscr things become drovmed, to bo dredged up only with difficultye.

It wasn't until Monday that I started to get many people straightened out in
my mind. Canadian fen:Jack Bowie-Reed; Greg Cranston, Alistair Cameron, John ,
Millard, Ne@ McKeoown, remained sort of mixed up for sorme tinc. I oventually got thom
sorted out to my satisfaction. Paul Revey will be happy to know I never had hin
confused with anyone:feor cvon a split sccond, Paul Revey IS Paul Rovoy, and no
mistaking thate.

I think horo I will ditch tho chronological order for a timec and indulge in
sorc norce porsonalitics. Theso arc scattersd all over tho placc, and arc proscnted
without order or scquoncoe.

First of all I'm not going to got nysclf in troublo ard name tho prottiost
girl thoros Not unless I can sort thom into classcs lcaving cach lady in undisputod
possossion of tho placo of honor in hcr clesse I was ploasantly cffectecd by thaa
alle

First though, I riust mention the MacInnes clane Dave was the only female-owner
there that I offered five mint first ASTOUNDINGS in swap for his wifel That is
signal honor indecds. But ho told mo hc had had batter offers. Pan and Davo arc a
swcll couplece I met thom for the first timoc. Our only othor contact had bocn through
tho oxchange of our fan mags., But that riagazinc projoct of thoir roflccts their
porsonality wonderfully. Thoy arc, or ccrtainly scearr to be anyway, a perfeetly
rarried couplo, Happy, laughing, handsoisc. And to riy surprisc, Pan told mc both arc
Canadian borne Which rwcans I can safcly say sho was the protivicst Carnadian feorine
fan thorol She t0old rie once she would like to como beck to Camada to live. The
tnird monber of the clan is Goldberg Soda, a low-slung, long wheol-basc, narrow
tread, pooch, that sings whon Pan and: Dave singe I'll ncntion noro of this when I
corc to tho monday cvening fan cntortainmontas

Bob Tucker I know beforo we worc introducced., Bob is onc of thosc rarc pcoplc
who appear in porson cxactly as thoy do in thcir photographs. I can say littlc of
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| L Tuckor bocause 7o 61an actvalily got together on any %alk or anything. But he
i:uq a groat sonso of huilor as cveryono knows, Ho siruck rec as being quitc devoted to
Gunss Whee At loast, thoy &lwas socrod togother and churmy as two rabbits in a
lhclior loge whon it is stoming outsides

liari-Beth VWheoler-- and it isn't coincidence that I put hor after Tucker, is

nut togcther in tho largo oconomy 31zCe I nover saw her with anyono but Master Hohg
Ibot I wasn't on tho scecno continuously so that is no criterion. I likod Mari-Both
Prom nany anglos, and sho had many anglcs to look ate

Thon therc was ono Josio Benderavage wtho is put togother in such a manncr as
4o rakc a mero nortal. slavoer. I didn't cxactly drool down nmy chin but I didn't woear
a coat of frost, cithor. I didn't morc than ncot Josic, but I can give you my in-
orcssions from giving hor tho onco ovor and sccing her in tho fan ontorfainment.
Josic is small-~ slim-- with a sort of pixie look about her, and cithor she wecars a
feminino assist to contour or God had funh putting the pldzes in the right placos,
for Josic haos a silhouctto that Rita Hayworth oxrJano Vyran wouldn'*t coxactly sncor
ate 4nd in hor part in the play during tho fan cntortainmecnt, Josic clso showed
sho could put heat in hor veoico and a nean wigglo in her hips. Yes, I approvo of
Miss Josic Bondoravagoe

Dorothy Les Tina was on hand but I didn't get to meet her, Dottie is not too
lbad a lookin' wench, but, God, Dot, did you have to wear thet screwy hat and those
long skirts, They made you 1ook hammered docvme & flat hat and long skirts and no
heels on the foot gear can make a porson look mighty flat, Interesting facom
thoughs Not bad anklos-~ I couldn't sco tho legs becauso of tho aforcmentioncd
rcasone Thoro oughta bto a lawd

Judy Morrill-- tho samc who wrote "That Only a Mother" in ASTOUNDING?-- is a
bruncttec wonch with a wonchy looke, I didn't rcct Judy cither-- so canft say I
know hcre Sho isn't tough to look at, though, and appcarcd to bc cnjoying things in
an aninmoted waye Nicc snilo-- know how to dross, Vhat rclation is thero in that
statcrent, I wonder?

Jean Bogert was around and collected riy autograph twice. lust have been love
at first sight! First time I was forced to sign in pencil, not having a pen. Then
Jean got a pen somewhere and was back to get me to sign in ink, Not a bad kid
though I heard one riale-- who shall remain anonyrious-- say she looked "Kind of
simpled" But to me she just locked terrifically enthused and excited, She was there
in body and soul and having a swell tire. Sho had a sort of wide-cyed arxzeriont
about it all. I wonder if this might have becn hor first Gonventione. Tho stacking
was thoro with a pleasantnoss that didn't annoy,

Celia Keller~- iirss David H.-- was rniuch in evidence, She is nice but haéd a
tendency to be the confidential sorts She is Doc's press agent, She cam tout Doc's
wares terrifically and it is impossible to be annoyeds. You can tell that she feels
her husband is the only man on earth, It eitheor riust be loved or hero worship, Mrs.
Keller is the motherly sort and would nothor you if you didn't watch outy I an
SUYreq

Dre. Keller IS Dr. Kellcre Doc's a bit of an cgotist all right. But not as bad
as sore had lod mo to belicveoe Doc is an cgotist in which Doc figurcs Poc is a
roal rod hot potat¥o as an author, and when a ran has proven he can writo ond scll
I figuro ho had a right to boat his chost and do a bit Of crowing. Lfter all, if he
docan't tootle his own horn, who will? Doc fools overy story should havo at lcast

qu to thc pudgy gale Not obesc, but nct cxactly slims An arm full, lot us say. Ncatly

-~ X .___.__‘4___ T
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cho pocutiful thought ir it end ho quotuld passages from "Livo Evorlesting” to prove

his contontion. I fool surc Xcllox likos that story about tho best of all his worksoi
l

for as ho lcft ne aftor quoting passagos from it, he said, "Purc gold, rans Puro
goldl" Poronsally, I like Doc Kellor. I don % thlnk a helluva lot of sare of his
w7ork-- but noither doos Ilrs, Kellore She toid me some of his .stories leave her
cold-- that he thought them wonderful but she couldn’t read them at all, But then,
no man had ever done everything just righte. You can even criticizé some of the
Seriptures-- and Keller certainly isn't an 014 Testament author. Doc has a profound
respect for the Bible, To him, the King Jares vorsion is onc of tho most beautiful
books in the world.

Bob Bloech didn't look as I had him pictured at alle I don't know exactly what
I hnd expectod to sco, but it wasn t yhat I did. He improssed me favorably-- slim,
slightly saturnine, dark complccticH, with a nervclousiy weird scnsc of humor-~ but
we all know thate His talks and cniertainment was terrific and his miniery good,
His Potor Lorre character was a high point to moce.

Huror, I think, was the high point of the whole Convention. George 0} snith
was on hand, and vhether he was slightly pixilated the first time whon he gave the
talk on interplanetary comrmnications, I don't know, but what he didnft do was as
funny as what he dide Vhether he was putting it on I don't carc. I enjoyed him, I
could have listoned to him a lot longere. Ho nastcr-of-corcnioniod the fan crnbtortain-
riont, and I don't think a bottor pcrson could havc becn picked. His pricnding to
duck down bchind the specakor's stand to takc a sniftor brought down rocars of laugh-~
tcrs Only trouble with Georgo, ho always sceoricd to be in too rwuch of a hurry. Ho
alnost ran from tho gaethoring at tho lasts I tricd to corncr the guy but he was
likec a cat on tho fanmous hot bricks. I had somc qucstions to put to him on
oloctronics which iight have lcd to a good gabfcst. iiaybo I'll drop hin a lectter
sonncday and sco what tho outconc ise

Now wo'll got back to thc chronological scgquoncos

The Convontion convenod by the Yaying of Bocthovon's Fifth-- the "ta ta
tagaana" part only, which s7as vory appropriatce Ned MeKoown riade the wolcoming
addross and got things rollings You know from your Torcon program book that Bob
Bloch was first men up. His address was based on an article by some doctor or
other of psychology and attempted to analyse fandom and science fiction on Freudian
principalse I don't agree with any of the symbolism that science fiction is sexual
symbolism, though thers isn't much doubt that most fen do go for sex. But so do
most of the human race, for some starngo reason,

After Bloch was finished there was a shert intermission followed by a scssion
taken up by mossagos from the book publishors, My main roactionnto the ncws of all
tho books boing publishod 1s wo might as wcll toss our magazino collcctions out tho
windows for we'll soon have cverything from thom rcprinted in book form. The socond
roaction w7as wherc tho hell do w7¢ got all the monsy to buy all this stuff? It was
suggostcd that our hobby nocd costius about $52. a ycar., But it sccns to mc the
suggostion elso carricd the proposal that 7o not have any othor hohbye Having only
ono hobby is dangerous, I think, as having nonc at all. Vo can't bccaic loggy from
not not ecnough varled activitios. Anothor thing, thc cxponsc of any hobby in Canade
is a good 50% or norc highcr than in the Statose We just can't begin to buy cveory.--
thing wo would wante. Not if we also want to purchasc. books on othor subjects: toxt
books on various lincs of thought and scichcos, for instanco.

I fear my admission here will be taken as herseticals I didn't turn up all day

Sunday} I wasn't interested in the auction as I couldn't for a minute see myself pay-
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 ~ug fanecy prices for anmy item, no wmetier how hadly uﬂntcaa I dld intnnd to gat in on;
| Jucker®s Fannish Survey but things preventads ALl I know of this is socond hand anc |

what I shall read as it comes outs I did sae tho graphs sp well prepared by Mari- !
Both and thoy were enjoyeds : '

I wont up to the Vhite's Sunday merning. wWhen cvening came wo got to Talking
and ono thing lod to anothor and I forgot all about thoe cvening scssion until it
was too latc to go down to tho Ccnvention auditoriums It was an'casy half an hour
to threo-quarter's of an hour ridec at thc bost from Ted's to thc Ral Purdy Studios.

However, I did pick up some information second hand when I wont in at 1 PM
Monday mfternoon, It wasn't much btut hore is what I did hear, On Tucker's poll,
among "occupations", somo guy listod "male stroctwalkor". A fomme listod
"grcstling”. Tuckor also figured that of the litcratc fon only a small porccntago
could road or writo! From tho graphs pinncd up, I sco that among tho professions
and occupations, radlo ratcs the higheste My age groupc, 33, is, I bolicv, tho
lowosts, Cortainly among tho lovest.

During tho fan ontortaimment; right aftor the Buffanct, Monday ovening, Bob
Bloch gavo his own survoy, complotc with slightly ribald charts, commonting on
Tueker's surveyes If Tuckor's was any funnicr, maybc it is a good thing I wasnlt
therc--- I might havo sprung a couplo of gaskotsl i

Thrco Bob
graphs
from momory{

Thore - were
l) scvoral
[ morc.

I
-

(1) S i) (3)

(1) This graph, according to Dr, Bloch, roprosonts tho thrco major publishing
houses turning out scionco fiction. No attompt is made to analysc the type of
output. (2) This, tho final graph, is a dosign of a torturc instrumcnt for usc on
fans who subjoct fon to fan pclls for somc udteorior motivoé.(S\ This shows the
avorage intelligenco of the avorageo fane

Pam and Dave Macinnes sang a song and Goldberg Soda sang his accompaniment, Pan |
has a high sweet voice. Maybe I em just impressionable, though. No attempt was made
to say whether Goldberg Soda was actually singing or merely voicing his criticism
of what was going on at that instaniml

|
|
;
Milton Rothman gave a talk on semantics. liaybe he will print it in Plenume I |
can't begin to repeat it here but it was a howlers~ XIf ho sonds me a copy I'll >un
it in the next LIGHT. He also playod two picces very capahly on the piano. I was
surpriscd to find Milty was so accomplishcd. I romombor I forgot to comment on .
Milty back aways so I'1l do it nows I was glad to meet him: Ve had corresponded ?
b
|

for some tlme and I had alwvays enjoyed his lotters, In person, I found him even nicei
There wasn't a bit of let down. He struck me as being a vory domocratic fellow, |
putting on no airs, somowhaﬁ casy goirg, woll cducatod, yot an all round good Joc- i

. !

"The Ravon". His rondition was among tho bdhc most forcible and offioctivs I have cove

lheards I gish to apolog;ze to him here for being unsblc tg gcall his name. I pil”

[H

The fan ontortainmont startcd off with a hucky fecllow'!s rocitation of Poc's _—[
T




'always romcmbor it, But that is a fault of mipge; having difficulty at times tying
rames and foces togothor,

The final piece of entertainment was a soap opera, a take-off on "Portia Faces
Life", Milty acted, supplied the music, eand in goneral made himsclf uscful. Gecorge
O. Smith was tho radio announcers. Josic wrigglced and insinuatcd namecless things
throughout and in general madc horsolf taunting.

I havo loft this littlo bon mot until last. But it was by no moans lcast.

First itom on thc cntertainment was George O. Smith, ably abetted by Tucker supplying
soind cffocts, reading the two aforomentioncd artieles from the GLOBE 4ND MAIL, and |
DATLY STARe Tucker makos a bettor ray gun than a peper doll, Smith would ask him !
to "meko likca ray gun” and Tuck would jump up ané go "Zapi Zapé" Some wag would !
asi Tuck to make like a "man with thrce hcads"-- cnothor, “lickc like a wax doll,
Tackeri" "

(I nave just ro-rcad what I havo stencilled, cnd I scc I havc totally !
negloctod tho f£ilm shown-- a new British 16ma sound film entitlod "iLtomic
~hysics"™. It was frcsh from the ccnsorship board in Ottawa and hadn’t becen shown
anywhero olse yot, according to what I was tolds It was very decp, but very
cdueational, showing thc scarch for atonic cncrgry from the days of Heriz right
down through the Curies and Einstein to tho prosont. It divided tho audiecnco
into two classes-- the older and moro scrious oncs who stayod to soc it, and the
younger crowd who wandercd in and out and milled about, apparanily diseppointed
there worec no ray runs or pyrotochnics, hAs Mart algor said, "It showed who wore
tho sciones fans and the Buck Rogers fans who oxpocted ray guns to go zapl
zapd" I wondeor if it -mgashis romork that might have been overjcard and uscd by tho
reporter of tho GLOBE AND M.IL when ho riade up the title for tho articlc.)

Finally it was all ovor, Evoryonc stood up and sand "auld Lang Scng" (I'n
surc thot narc is misspollod) and wo @wll wont around shcking hands and saying |
goodbyc and wishing likec hell it was just starting instocd of ondinge I know that
is what I felt anyway.

Next yoor it will bo in Cincinnatis Doce Barrctt bid it in succossfully
and Ned McKecown irmcdiatoly noved we call it tho "Cinvontion".

(During the day somo wag suggestcd wo should a convention in Tampa,
Florida. I loave the rost to your fortilo, though slighily narsty, riaginationst)

Theren therc was the rush to Barrett with tucks to enrol in the 7th.
Socictye I am proud to say that I believo I got ny buck in ahead of ForrestJ. ;
Ackernani :

I soc I have forgotten somc vignettes: bettor late than nover, so hero goese

Ol' Mon Evans. I was glad to sco Everott but sorry Jonno couldn't be alonge
Heo gave nec hor adrress so she will bg hoaring from re before lonige Evars was
difforent to what I had picturod, I had picturod a smalior rnan, older looking,
slirmiore Otherwisc it was Tvans and I kneow wtho 1t was before we wore cvon.
introducod, ¥

Evans fans will be delighitcd at the Tollowing cxchange: Evans, slipping up
boside ric, "Whore could a guy got a little fornication in this town2" I was forcecl
vo adnit I ©7as a strangor thero nysclf-- that ho would have to contact the
Toronto Group, who, no doubt, would bc ablo to supply stroot, housc ond nunboxr, I
Jddontt knogy if ho wos suceasaful or notd . o
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[ Other rorcabored romasks arcs
"ilty: "This place is just Llikec Phillya"
Anonynous: "We hovo a thiocf ir tho crowd, 4n item I bid on has disappcarcd.”

Ren Sirger, to 4e: "Is it %rue what they say about honosexuals in the LiSFS?"

Croutch, to Mari-Beth: "You certainly. huve Tucker well-~trained,”
]

Iun**-Bot*’ “Oh yes, when ho holicrs, I JumpE"

| Grog Cranston, in restaurant when waitress was teking orders: "Have you nillk
| shakoz2n
| —— e
1 Weliy, tho Torcon is all donoe It was my first Convontion, and I camo away
l7ith f£ond romorios ond a host of now friondse I havo changed ny nind on what
! onvertions moan to nmee I scc now that if T lived in a placc whero there wore nany
jLans o and a fon club, I would bec much noro active than I om nowe
! I mode nany new friends ond rencwod old ones,. I think oncof the mogt rienorebic
rohings was scoing Frod Hurter egaln bocausc of the niracle of scicnce that ho is @
i7elking attestation toe Fred had always boon lanc, walking with canes and with
vraces on his legs. He had had 1iftle grip in his hande. Bub now hec is alnost well
2g2ins His troatments in Zurope hos nade him whole once nore, So wwhole that I had
florgotton the hand ard it had to be brought to ny attontion, He walks now with one
conce and onlec when going up or down stairs. Otherwisce he is as you ard T,

Congratulations, Frod—— I think I an safc:in.saying 2ll your fricnds arc hoppy
7ith youe

Will I bo at the Cinvention? I don't knowe. It is too long avay to know, I know
I wwould like t0 bo and I shall try to bo-- but so far that is alle

But even if I am not I shall be, in spirit. 4Lnd that 1 one thing I guess the
atheist boys can never be-- they deny the existcnce .of a spirits .
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Zap! Zapl
LTOMIC RLY IS PLSSE WITH FILENDS

by Georgo Bain

Put down that ray-gun, Buck Rogors, I'vc got you cold. So I lot him have it with
my 25th century rocket-pistol {zap zap!, hopped into my spacc-ship (zoom swish), i
and made off to the planoct of the threco-hcaded pcople- iiinocrva was waiting for nme,
a light sparkling in covery onc of hor six teicvision cycs,

Seen any machine-men of Zor lately? They have oxgunie brains in metal
cube-shaped bodies, you know. What's the word from Hslen, the lovelorn robot, or
the snail-lizard of Venus? How're irterplanetary communicajpions with you, kid?

Nothing wrong hlth.me that a long rest-- and protection from another science-
fiction convention-- won't cure. The sixth 7orld conventinn of these publishers.
mwriters and roaders of fantastic talos is being held at 35 Queoen St. E, Jushk tako a
£irm grip on yourself, plunge rignt in, and it shuuldn't be more than a couple of
wooks boforo you can slecep again without nighinarcse

Of coursse, you may have a few bad moments if you start worrying abou’ tha
cosmic veil of meeoric dust which is going %o cover the earth in 2 few years. Don't
let it get you; it*s just going o 1aat for 40 years and arter that tho sun will
shine through againe.

The business about the cosmic veil is contained in onc of the fanzines which |
are available for the fon attonding tho Torcon. A fanzinc, among scicncc-fictionistsj
is a fan magazino, fen is tho plural of fan, and Torcon is Toronto Convention. !
Cunning, aron't thoy° 2

Thoso of tho tonder norves should mako a point of avoiding tho drawings display-
od at tho convention. Thoro arc up for auvection (if anyone wants a good porirait
of a fiond for the bodroom wall, this is tho-placc to got it) and aro tho
originals of picturcs wihich appcarcd in fantastic and astounding maegazincs and
books.

Thoro's ono cosy littlo nunmbcr, for insbance, “that shows a poor bloko being
clvtched to the broast of beast that had the body of an octopus and arms which arg
individugcl snakose. Any numbcir of theosc picturcs show pecoplo boing donec in with
ray-guns (zap.zap. . o.ugh, you got mo), spocc-ships flying through tho mushrooming
smoke of aton-bomb oxplosions, kpd lightly clad naidons boing menaccd by ficnds of

nic sort or anothora &

On Saturday, before the formsal goings-on of the convention started, the
delegates wers free to examine the fanz1nes, new books, and dravings on dlsplay ani
to cuv up vouches about Tiends they have met in their readlugo T™wo men in cne
‘corneyr were carncestly discussing wercwolves; a group of thrcoe was lost somevhore
in outer space in a jaunt betweon Mars and tho moon.

o —— e ——— g 2 b e

Tho fon arc kopt in touch with onc anothor and the writcrs of their faverite ]
typo of literaturo mostly by thc fanzinecs. Onc of the latcst af thesc is a jelly
littlc number called simply -Macabrc .




| ¢ is adeeriised: “Want. %o fool gimgastold, scrcam in horror, teat your acad.
11313 vour wother-in-law? Rzad Macabno.? . .

Scicnco=fiction is voars ahoad of acvual scioncs, acenrding to David A. Kylo,
a far, litorary agont. writor and pudlisher of Montieclio, Now:York. "We had the
ator powd 15 yoars ago," hc says, indicating that thc atom is pre®ty much passc
ned, "infre on to now thinge." ~

4t one time during ths war, the FBI in the United States told one science-
fiction magazine that it would have to drop an atom story because it might give
ayay military sscrots. The publishor said his magazine had been publishing aton
gtuff for 10 years ani if 1% wes to discontinue abruptly it might create suspicion.
Lvoric fiction marched victvoriousiy ol

Luthor Robert Bloch analyzed the »casons why people writc and read sclence and
Zanfmstie  fietion and approved o2 theme Mra Bloch tould his audience he had a
Jekyll and Hyde personaliiy and nalso nanaged tc usc a creditable imitation of Petex
Lorxe at his crccpicst in his addresse

mE s emem  anew

TEE FOLLOVING IS PEPRINIED FROM TH® JULY 5, 1948, EDITION OF THE “TORONTO DAILY
STAR". (The Star is usually a very accurats paper, but lock at fthe mass they did
on the Convention)., ({No by linel).

About 200 science fiction writers-- they are the guys who turn out this horror
stuff that makes you waks up scieamsng in the nighit-- are in Toronto today
attending the sixth annual convention of the Torcon society.

just what they are-- successful businass men who write fiction as o hobby. They say
it helps then relax, In tho group are included advortising men, doctors, lawyers.
a movie projectionist and just about any occupation you wish to nomce

Robert Block, Milwaukee, Wisconsin, is an advortising copy writor. In his
spare time he turns out “chillers®, 4s a boy, Mr, Block says he used to sit in
gravoyards to get an inspiration for his horror storiese.

"I'm too old for that now. I'd got rhourmtism; so I just sit. homc and weit for
the ideas to como," he said,

Last night, Mre. Block awoke in his hotol room in the middle of the . night cond
rushed for a poacil. He couidn't ©ind ono so he got out his typewriter. Ho hod o
!pLot for a storys

It concerned a man who rwurdere? his wife . and then plerted poinsettias on

-

her grave., The flowers tood root in her riody and strangled him while he was standing
on the grave,

Does he have nightmares? Nos But he adnits his wife sorctines doese
Started at 16

He writos short storics, novels and radio secripts. "Stay Tuncd for Terror",

a boy and decided ho could as well as tho author. Vhen he was 76, ho wrotc his furs™

- — o

They don't look or dress like the characters from their bookse In fact they 1ook!

ons of his radio sorials., was broadecast by the CuB.Cs Mr, Block rcad horror books as !

/&



{ ztory end hac g beon wrikinz ovar sincoc. ' |
"Tt holps mo rolax af’or & hard Jay a®t thoe offico," hc said.
Ths Torcon socioty ricots annually. This is theoir first convontion in Canada,

n eddition to professional writers and publichers, many members write for & large
mmboe» of amateur puviications which nave sprung up in the U.S,

Wilson Tucker of Bloomington, M linois, runs a mevie projector, In his spare
' time he wrltos detcetivo sicrios, "'ho Chineso Doll.” his bost known bosk. is to
bo publishod az a pockotd book aftcr appoaring s a scrial in soveral newsSpapors.

Ho admits his job holds him got idoas for his sioricss F

"You san't soc 200 moviocs a yecar yidhout borrowing something from thom." ho
cxplaincde

Like most of his collcagucs attonding the convention, Mr, Tucker startod
by writing “chillors". However, ho found thoy wore pretty tough to scll so ho
switchod to dotoctive storioss He thinks dotoctive storios arc casiecr to write
beecausc of thoir looscr construction.

Tho authors aro quitc proud of the scientific accuracy of thoir work, "Surc
we uso our imagination " onc saide Mbut we roly on scicntifically provon facts
for tho basc of our story.™

Thcy liko to tell about a story on an atom bomb published in onc of tho
magazines whilo tho Manhattan projoct was still in tho hush-hush sicgo. As & resuls.
tho FeB.I. invostigatod Author John Camboll and wentod to know whorc ho got his
information, TFor a whiloc thoy suspoctod he had a pipo-linc to tho projoct. As it
turned out, ho just usod his imagination but his sciontific trcining rosultcd in this
fontasy being close to facte

Fans of the horror fiction are really avid. They crowd around their favorite
author with autograph books. Jerry Seigel and Joe Schuster used to be fars of the
chillers before they rode to fortunc on the coat-tails of Superman,

ceeececcececeoccccccecccaeceecemme . BoIIDINNDINNININDINNINNNININGY

HEADLINE IN THE SAME ISSUE OF "TORONTO ST4R":

PRICE OF METEORS STARTS 4T $1,908.

anyone want to buy a meteor, and if so, what in holl are you going to do with it?
Howover tho pay-off is as follows:

Windsor, July 5-- Ford of Canada today announced priccs for its now lino of passcnzor
cars, the Motcor, which will bo showyn to tho publie for tho first timc tomorrov.
TFactory list prices, loss tazos and dolivory charges, rango from $1.500, to ql 715,
(Windsor pricos arc as follows)= Do Luxe coups, 1,500 (40°) ¢1.908. Prico in
brackots is tho luxury tax. De luxc tudor, 1. 575‘449)~ «1074 Lo luxc fordor, 1,643,
(475)=- 2,1204 De luxo club coupe, 1 620(463)» 2,083, Cussom fndor, 1,645 4"5)n2. 2 a
Custom fordor, 1,715(507)= 2,222, Custom club coupo. 1,69C)495)~ 186o

AND TO THINK FORD USED TO BE THE LOY/ PRICES C.iRi \Il YOU ..RT VONDERING T/IAT THTS
IS DOING IN LIGHT-- .REN®T THOSE PRICES PURE IMODERN FANIL.SY?) ]
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